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Slap bang in the middle of parshat Behaalotcha we have something that is
quite unique in the Torah — a "mini" chumash consisting of only two psukkim. In
the Gemara (N”y VP NaV) Rebi says that that the two psukkim above constitute
an entire chumash on their own. This would mean that there are not five books in
the Torah, but seven. Sefer Bamidbar would in essence be divided into three
separate sefarim - the section before these two psukkim, these two psukkim, and
the section following these two psukkim. If so, you would have to find another
name instead of "chumash" (meaning five), perhaps "shivash" (meaning seven).

Another opinion (Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel) in the Gemara above says
that this is not a separate sefer, it is just a short parsha of two psukkim which are
"out of place", they were relocated here from a few psukkim above. They should
sequentially follow the passuk Ty y2URD NN IR YTRNRD NI DXNNPRD YD)
(N2> 9271n2) ONa. The reason that these two psukkim were relocated is —
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To separate between two NNIYI9. The first is when Am Yisrael hurriedly
travelled away from Har Sinai like a "child runs out of school", so that HKB"H
should not "add more mitzvot" (3> ,> 92712 9> ’22). It showed a lack of gratitude
for receiving the Torah. The second is the parsha of the D))NNN, when Am
Yisrael began complaining for no good reason (X ,X> 72702 DYa%N).

Instead of having two serious D17V} against Am Yisrael, one
immediately after the other, HKB"H in His mercy told Moshe to separate them
with our two psukkim above. The fact that these two psukkim are enclosed
between two reverse letters "nun" ¢, it is as if they are in parentheses, meaning
this is not their true place.

There are many questions on this seeming "anomaly" in the flow of the
Torah, for example "Why specifically these two pssukim and not any other(s)?"

In this shiur we will try to explore the answer to this pointed question.
What makes these two psukkim so special, that they are either considered a
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sefer on their own in the Torah, or powerful enough to reduce the »70p against
Am Yisrael? What power do they have?

Let us begin with the passuk NYHN 9N YIND Y02 >0N. As we know,
whenever we take a sefer Torah out of the Aron Kodesh we recite this passuk.
The passuk refers to the travelling of the Aron HaBrit in the Midbar.

There were numerous miraculous properties pertaining to the Aron HaBrit.

It was a kind of "anti-gravity" device. The Midrash says that despite its
immense weight (from the pure gold Kaporet and Kruvim), not only was it not a
burden for the Levi'im of the family of Kehat who carried it, on the contrary — the
Aron "carried its carriers" (270 Y39 ,/7 72 DMWY ONYNY DIPDY).

During their travels in the Midbar, the Aron would travel at the head of the
camp and eradicate any snakes, scorpions and thorny brush in its path. It would
disperse and defeat any enemies who tried to waylay Am Yisrael ( Dw99 NDININ
1 Y220 DnpN), like a kind of a D-9 Caterpillar tractor (lehavdil).

While travelling in the Midbar, Am Yisrael did not need to climb any
mountains or rappel down cliffs. The Aron would turn mountains and valleys into
flatland (0> ,> 92702 ,»N2 7).

The Malbim on the passuk T N)WN 10)) TN I1¥D explains the
difference between an 22X and a X)iv. An 2)IX is an enemy who is overt in his
enmity to Am Yisrael, one who assembles an army to fight us. HKB"H will rise up
and disperse this overt type of enemy and his forces. A X)iv is a more
surreptitious type of enemy, who hates Am Yisrael in his heart, but does not
openly gather forces to fight us, he does it malevolently behind the scenes, out of
the public eye. HKB"H will rise up and make this type of enemy flee.

The Or HaChayim on this passuk says the enemies in question here are
not physical enemies but spiritual ones. The Or HaChaim's shita is that Am
Yisrael had to travel for 40 years in the Midbar to gather up all the lost Ni¥IN),
the shattered fragments of Adam HaRishon's neshama that were dispersed
around the world after he sinned. The enemies 7>2N and TNV that the passuk
is talking about are none other than the one and only yetzer hara. We know that
that the yetzer hara is called N, from parshat Ki Teitzei Sy nnnn2 YN
O ,N2 ©27) PN and the Kli Yakar (ibid.) says it is talking about the war with
our yetzer hara. We also know that another name for the yetzer hara is N)¥ from
the Gemara (N”y ,2) N210). The Aron therefore had a dual role, dispersing both
physical enemies and the spiritual forces in Heaven that supported them.

The Aron was a kind of a "smart weapon", that had a kind of "sensor"
which could identify the person carrying it. If the identity of the person was



"verified", the weapon would work. If not, it was "disabled". Many modern guns
employ such mechanisms to prevent unauthorized usage of the weapon, for
example, if a criminal snatches a policeman's gun and tries to fire it at him. We
see an example of this in sefer Shmuel when the sons of Eli tried to take the
Aron to fight against the Philistines (Y 779 ,& DXmw). Since Am Yisrael were not
worthy, the "weapon", the Aron was not "verified" and it did not work.

The Aron is a repository for the luchot, which are basically the written
contract, the covenant between Am Yisrael and HKB"H. As long as we are
upholding the covenant, the Aron wields its power. When we break the covenant,
the Aron is "disabled".

The second passuk in this "mini-sefer" is 90N> NNJ3, which we recite in
shul every time we return a sefer Torah to the Aron Kodesh.

The Baal HaTurim says that the word N2 in the passuk is spelled with
the letter N, when grammatically it should be the letter y (¥0)23). He explains that
the letter N signifies the encampment of Am Yisrael surrounded by four flags and
in the center - the flag of Levi, a total of five flags.

Chazal (2,95 Nnv19,5 P19 N2 Mnv) tell us that when HKB"H descended
to give Am Yisrael the Torah on Har Sinai, He was accompanied by an assembly
of 22,000 angels, as it says in the passuk 0> 1N) )Y 299N DXNAY DXPFY-N 197
(> ,n©. The word DYNa7 means "two Ni117", i.e 2 X 10,000 = 20,000. The word
*99NX means two thousand (using the principle D¢ 0’27 VYN — when you have
something mentioned in the plural without a specific number, it means two),
making a total of 22,000.

These angels were all carrying "flags" symbolizing the purpose/mission
that HKB"H had assigned them. Am Yisrael saw these flags and said "We want
flags too, like the angels!" HKB"H acquiesced to their request, as it says M3)7)
(0,2 ©5NN) PNIDNYN D3 1N N2 DHITI IFO-NX DY TNV,

When Am Yisrael encamped, 1N> NN, it was with SN’ 299N 1119,
22,000, in the camp of Levi (V2 ,) 727112). The entire encampment of Am Yisrael
had 27 (rounded off from 27.272727) assemblies of 22,000, making a total of
600,000. The number 27 is 73 indicating the purity of Am Yisrael (also a
reference to the Menorah at the beginning of the parsha). 27 is also 71, as in
the passuk (02 ,N2 MWNII) TN 2APY? TI. Yaakov was not simply mixing a
stew, he was creating the blueprint for the Geulah of his descendants. 2py> 710
T°1) in gematria is 879305 — the letters of the Hebrew alphabet that differ when
they appear at the end of a word (sofit letters X9107). Each of these five letters
contains a codeword for the different stages of the Geulah (19 ,n9p ,N27 927”02
NO M) —



The first Geulah was when Avraham was redeemed from the furnace of Ur
Casdim, (N ,2> MWNI2) 47 92- double 7.

The second was when Yitzchak was saved from Avimelech, 9)N”
(YO ,)0 7PWUNIT) 1991 NNNY 2D NRYN T2 PNY DN 7210°IN- double 1.

The third was when Yaakov was saved from Eisav, 7210 NN 721 N3 27870
(2> ,25 MWNII) Yy- double ).

The fourth was when Moshe returned to Egypt with HKB"H's "code word"
for the Geulah (3V ,) mMNVY) DONN PNTRS TPS- double 9.

The fifth and final Geulah is when HKB"H sends Mashiach, nny ¥x man
(25,5 75%) /N Y20 NN N)23 NRYY PVRNRDI NY- double X.

Now we have a deeper understanding of these two psukkim. It is not
simply two random psukkim creating a buffer between two N11y79. They are two
specific psukkim with enormous power, here on earth against human enemies
and in Heaven, against the spiritual enemy. These two psukkim give us a greater
insight into the encampment formation of Am Yisrael in the Midbar, which reflects
the N2291 of HKB"H.

The Baal HaTurim says that the passuk NP NYN 9NN IND Y02 >N
last passuk in the Torah which also has twelve words 2521 NRIND TN YON
NI D2 oYY NYN NYY IUN DITID NYIND.

Similarly, the passuk S7¥? *99N 11227 'N N2V N> NN has seven
words in it, corresponding to the first passuk in the Torah which also has seven
words NIND NX) OYND NN OYF5-NX X2 YN,

Therefore, these two psukkim encompass the Torah "from beginning to
end" and are therefore, like Rebi says in the Gemara, a sefer all on their own.

The Ba'al Haturim goes on to say that these two psukkim combined have
85 letters. The Gemara (2”y VP Nav) says the minimum number of letters a
VTP 203 (like a megillah or a klaf of a sefer Torah) has to have in order to permit
saving it from a fire on Shabbat, is 85 letters and brings the example of our two
psukkim above. The Baal HaTurim says that brit milah (the word N> is 85 in
gematria) therefore saves a Jew from the fire of D)’). The X”71°N says that
saying these two psukkim every day is a segula against any kind of N7 (for
those who believe in segulot).

The Shibolei HaLeket (Yop) brings it in the reverse order to the Baal
HaTurim. He says that since N> is 85 in gematria and brit milah is N2y NN,
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so too if a WTp 2n3 has 85 letters, it is also N2y NNIT and you may save it from a
fire on Shabbat.

To wrap up, | would like to bring a hidden reason for the power of the two
psukkim above, that is not visibly apparent, you have to dig deeper to find it.

When | say the words "nMY2" and "y©)2", what association does that
remind you of? Stopping and resting, vs. getting up and moving?

It is reminiscent of the passuk (3, D>127) 93723 720V1, referring to ...
YRy NP,

Now for an incredible gematria that is worth a million dollars! The passuk

o

the same as twice the passuk TNN "N MPO-N N DN YoV,

In other words, reciting Y0¥ N> twice a day has the same awesome
power as the Aron HaBrit did in the Midbar.

What is the connection between the Aron HaBrit and ¥ nx>p? The
Aron HaBrit is the repository of our covenant with HKB"H, the covenant where we
accepted upon ourselves DY MOYN DY at Har Sinai. The first time SN ynv
was recited, according to the Gemara (XY, DNDY) was by the Twelve Tribes
at Yaakov's deathbed, reaffirming their covenant with HKB"H and accepting upon
themselves DY NM1371 SY. Therefore, the Aron and Y NP are one and the
same.

Just like the N2279 of HKB"H present in the camp and having the Aron in
front protected Am Yisrael during their travels, so too does reciting ¥2¥ NX>P in
the morning and at night protect us from all dangers of the day and night,
physical and spiritual.

The Shulchan Aruch () YOP 9y XD 12’0 D»N NIIN) says that NNIP
VNV consists of 245 words and then the chazan repeats NN DYPY-N ',

making a total of 248 words, which correspond to the 02 N1 in the human
body. The Mishna Brura (ibid.), quoting a b2y) ¥ 11, says that since each word
of ynV¥ NP is linked to a part of the body, by reciting each word of ynY NP
precisely and with kavana, we in fact cure that part of the body linked to that
word in YRY NXMP.

Since we do not know exactly which word is connected to which part of
the body, we must be meticulous in reciting every single word precisely. This is
not some superstition - it is Chazal telling us how to cure our physical bodies of
all ailments. Who would be prepared to relinquish the health of a part of their
body? Would you be prepared to relinquish the use of a finger, an ear, an eye?
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We have no conception of the awesome power of ¥Q¥ N> and what
we are risking when we race through it (or skip it entirely, chalila). We must say
each word precisely, without combining or swallowing letters, for example -5y
722, we must pause between the lamed at the end of Dy and the lamed at the
beginning of 7227. If we do not it reads like one word, 7227y and we have missed
one body part — it could be a fingernail, or it could be an aorta in the heart. Are
you prepared to take that chance? Other examples are N7NN-DNTAN) separating
the last mem of DRNTIN) and the first mem of NN, TTW2-2WY, etc. Some
siddurim have a "hyphen" separating such word combos that are often not read
correctly. Similarly, we must say all words with the letter zayin audibly and not
whispered — it is impossible to pronounce a zayin properly wn23. Words like
NN, DN, DY, 1N,

Most of us take between 2-3 minutes to say ynv n>qp. The Baal
HaTania, used to take over ten minutes to recite ¥V NN>9p. His talmidim asked
him why he took so long? He responded "If you had 248 precious diamonds in
your pocket, wouldn't you count each one meticulously to make sure none were
missing?"

It is such a fundamental principle - it is the first mitzva with which the
Mishna/Gemara begins - (N”7Y ,N 71292) N>29y2 YRV NN PP ODNMNNA.

Birkot ynV¥ nX>p after 1592 begin by describing the shira of the angels
(VYTR , VTR WITR and 1ipnn N 7113 73972). These are followed by the bracha
immediately preceding ¥nV¥ NN which is all about 73071 >727 52 NN OPY
NANNA JNIM - referring to MWY, observing the Torah. Finally, it is followed by
‘JN'WJ’ VY itself — referring to Ny VY. It is the exact template of ¥NVY)) NWY) that
Am Yisrael declared at the foot of Har Sinai! a technique used by angels. The
Gemara (N”y ,N9 NAV) says i N2 NNY? YRV NWY) DX IDTRNY NyYa
12 PYRRYN MYN 2INDRY NY 11127 1221 M0 107 NN

Reciting 0¥ N> is therefore equivalent to standing at Har Sinai and
receiving the Torah! It is therefore also the tikkun for Am Yisrael running away
from Har Sinai like school children.

NIV ¥V are amongst the first words we learn as children. Even the
furthest removed from Yiddishkeit, hearing Y1¥? ¥V, reawakens some lost
memory within them. There are many stories that tell of young Jewish children in
tsarist Russia who were kidnapped and conscripted into the Russian army and
decades later were walking past a shul and heard SN ynVv which brought
them back to their roots.

After WWII, HaRav Yitzchak Isaac Halevi Herzog zt"l (grandfather of the
now president), the first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of the State of Israel, travelled
through Europe trying to find all the lost Jewish children who were taken by their
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parents to monasteries and convents and hidden from the nazis, and lost their
Jewish identity. The Church denied that any Jewish children were there at all.
How to determine whether they were Jewish or not? HaRav Herzog zt"l, in the
short time they allocated to him in each monastery and convent, called out ynV
N7, Suddenly he noticed a few children in response, raised their hand and
covered their eyes. "They are Jewish children!" cried HaRav Herzog, who
managed to save over 500 Jewish children whose parents perished in the
Holocaust.

When the IDF was trying to identify the survivors of the October 7
massacre amongst the ruins of the Kibbutzim surrounding Gaza, they called out
N YNV and waited for a reply, to distinguish between Jewish survivors and
Hamas terrorists wearing IDF uniforms waiting to ambush them!

NIV ¥V has become the war cry of IDF units before engaging in battle!

It is the most powerful rallying cry of our nation, because it lies at the heart
of every Jew, religious or not. It is the symbol of our everlasting connection to
HKB"H and our covenant with Him, as strong today as it was over 3531 years
ago when it was first uttered by the Twelve Tribes.

When the Torah wants to make a break between the double whammy of
Am Yisrael running away from Har Sinai and then complaining for no reason, it
uses the most powerful weapon in the arsenal against the double whammy, the
Aron HaBrit and TN ' IP0-N "N SN ynVY. This is not a random rearranging
of psukkim simply to provide a buffer, it is a formula for future generations to
prevent and repair whatever Mm% will occur until the Mashiach eventually arrives
with the codeword beginning with the letter ¥, the last letter of the series of
N9IMD.

N1,

Shabbat Shalom
Eliezer Meir Saidel
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