King of kings — Shoftim
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In the Torah there is a concept (1,50 MNV) NLNY B’27 > INN, that in
matters of doubt, we follow the majority opinion. From this it would seem that the
preferred form of government in Am Yisrael, originally intended by HKB"H is ... a
democracy. Nominate a few worthy candidates and elect whoever gets the
majority vote.

However, this is not the case. In this week's parsha we read DYyn DWW
12 PPS-N D IND N 7910 722V, according to the Rambam ( ©Y351n M25n
N ,N MNNom), a Ny MmN, to appoint a king ... chosen by HKB"H, not by
democratic vote.

This would be the end of the shiur ... if not for the preceding passuk.

MIDYR DIDN) N2 NPV ANYP) T2 100 PFI-N N N NIND IN Nan 2
Y20 YN DD 922 791 22Y. When you get to Eretz Yisrael that HKB"H has
given you as an inheritance and you settle there and you say "l will appoint a king
over me, like all the nations around me!" From this passuk, it seems that
appointing a king is not NPNMN27, not HKB"H's first choice. It seems that HKB"H is
responding 721 T°2¥ ©WN O only because Am Yisrael initiated the request! If
Am Yisrael would not have asked, perhaps HKB"H would not have commanded
them to appoint a king? That would make it 7T2¥>72 and not NZNMN22?

This is actually a machloket Tannaim in the Gemara (27y ,25 P37MD).

R' Yehuda says that it is a Ny Myn, to appoint a king NV NMI¥N /)
™32 DNY NI P2RY DY YT MIID9I 7990 ONY TRYNY N INT 1DD)2 INIY?
17°NAN. Accordlng to R’ Yehuda, appomtlng a king over Am Yisrael was
HKB"H's original plan and therefore it is @ NPNN2Y NIMINT NWY MIN.

R' Nehorai says that this passuk 721 7°2y ©*¥1n 0¥ was only in response
to Am Yisrael's complaint y20I¥75 7))2 N2NX 1% 1Y NN N5, According to R
Nehorai, this is not a mitzva at all, but is instead a 72Y>72 "solution" to an
imperfect situation.
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It is very easy to understand R' Nehorai's reasoning. If it was a nwy myn,
to appoint a king when Am Yisrael entered Eretz Yisrael and settled there (after
conquering it from the seven nations), they would have immediately performed
this Ny My and appointed a king. Instead, they waited many generations of
the Shoftim, about 328 years, until they asked Shmuel Hanavi to appoint a king.
And what was Shmuel's response to such a request? It was negative in the
extreme (1,N N DNINWY) .. NVIYI 7210 12 NN 1NN TYND DNINY 2)Y2 127D Y.

So, Shmuel davened to HKB"H to ask Him what to do. HKB"H's response
- NN I IOND TNN NI 2D PIN 1NN TN D37 OYN D1P2 YU SXINY DX N IPNN
(v DY) DDORY TR IONN. HKB"H tells Shmuel to acquiesce to Am Yisrael's
request, but it seems that HKB"H is also upset with the request. This seems clear
proof that R' Nehorai's shita is correct — HKB"H Himself says He is not happy
with the request, but, since they already asked — go ahead and appoint a king. a
T2Y>72 "solution” to an imperfect situation.

That is on the one hand. On the other hand, R' Yehuda's reasoning also
seems correct.

In a previous shiur (Balak 2025) we explored why Avraham made so much
effort to rescue his wayward nephew Lot — it was to ensure the birth of Moav, Rut
and David HaMelech.

In the story of Yosef and his brothers Yosef has dreams of monarchy to
which his brothers angrily respond 5i¥n DX 1°2¥ o010 7200 PN 12 3ININN
(N 39 WNI) 1727 5¥) PN Y NN MW Tiy 1991 12 Y¥nn. The Or
HaChaim (ibid.) says N2 N) obw oy '[bn N7 0D -ub:w-l mb N2 9219V
TOIRN N22R 79707 113NN, that the brothers already had prophecies that Yehuda
was to be king, not Yosef. They regarded Yosef as 113932 7710 and that is why
they planned to execute him, but in the end sold him into slavery.

When Yaakov blesses his sons, what is the blessing given to Yehuda?
IV DTN NN N PAN N2 T NNRY? PN 92 T POX PTH NN NI
1’7)'\ RN 77!‘\)31 [ARAAKA) D:l\’) MO NY MINIPIN N’:DD\ MAINI X2 V712 J'l"?)l ’):l
(-n , LN TPYNII) .DRY NIP> 19) niw N2 D TY.

This is clear reference to R' Yehuda's three mitzvot in the Gemara —

1. P20Y 29 W 7007 = "PRN PR T

2. NPNIN 13 DNY MDY = "MIND NI Y1
(the Heichal resembled a crouching lion)

3. 920 0N TNYD = 7PI)1 AN PRNM NTINND VIY N NI
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From this it is clear that appointing a king was something planned —
ordained even before Creation of the world. The Gemara (XY ,7) DYXND9) says
NP2) D)1°2) 1T W) NI 1IN 10 I9N) D2IW) NIBY DT NI D127 1YY
NYN SY DY YTPNRD N2 71197,

Both R' Yehuda and R' Nehorai are right! So, who is more right? The
Rambam paskens nwyny n221 like R' Yehuda —

DY NIV 210 DN NNY XIND IND2ID NYYA SNXIY? NOY) NN YoYU
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(N, X TIDN9NDY D991 MHIN) .NRY DN TN DIYY INIY 17NN

The Rambam himself addresses the shita of R' Nehorai that it appears
that Shmuel Hanavi and HKB"H were not happy with the request and says n1?
MY D77 YNY N) NHRIVINI NYY 297 SNIDYN T20 WNYYD N7apn Ny N
(2,8 MNNDII D250 MION) NN DNV INPY 2)9n NIN. According to the
Rambam, it was not the request itself that was problematic, but the way it was
presented, not to perform the mitzva but to make a slur against Shmuel.

From this it is quite clear that the mitzva to appoint a king is a M¥n
N2>NNIY XNINT and that it follows an initiative from Am Yisrael. Am Yisrael
need to come to the realization that a king is necessary and when they do — that
is when the time is ripe to appoint the king, not before.

Many of the Mefarshim disagree with the Rambam (Sforno, Ibn Ezra,
Abravanel, etc.) and say that appointing a king is either optional or a 72¥>72
solution to an imperfect situation. The Abravanel takes it as far as to say that
appointing a king is a bad system of government that invites corruption.

In this shiur, | would like to present a different view that reconciles all the
Mefarshim above.

There is no question that HKB"H planned that there would be a king in Am
Yisrael, because He already defined the name of that king (Mashiach) before
Creation. There is also no question that Yehuda was ordained as the tribe from
which this king would emerge. There is similarly no question that this king would
be descended from David HaMelech. The entirety of history was working towards
the birth of David HaMelech (re: Avraham and Lot, etc.).

There is only one question — timing! How long does it take for this king to
appear?

The Torah is telling us that before appointing a king — the ordained king -
an initiative has to first come from Am Yisrael, 0130 523 7217 52y NYOWYN NINN)
NIV IYN.



Many Mefarshim interpret this phrase /12°20 YN D10 22" in a
derogatory sense. To them it appears that Am Yisrael's claim in thls passuk is
that they desire to be like all the other nations around them. HKB"H told us in a
prophecy (through Bilam) y5¥» 7725 DY Y — we are not like the other nations.
How can we ask to be like the other nations?

| believe that this is not what Am Yisrael are asking at all.

In order for the ordained king to appear to lead Am Yisrael, there first has
to be the infrastructure. This infrastructure is based on the fundamental principle
N0 YN DD 922”7 When we fully apply this principle, the time will be ripe
for the ordained king to appear in Am Yisrael.

The gematria of />12°20 YN D3N 5237 is - DN DINRM TN N2
(V> ) NMYWNII), the punlshment of Adam HaRlshon What was the essence of
Adam HaRishon's sin? It was lack of gratitude, that Adam HaRishon was not
iPPN2 NnY. He was not content with what HKB"H gave him and felt it necessary
to "steal" something that was not his. In order for the ordained king to emerge,
Am Yisrael in its entirety need to be PPN NHY.

What was the cataclysm of Yosef and the brothers? It was an inherent
insecurity of the brothers regarding their purpose in life. They misunderstood the
function they each had to play in the future Am Yisrael and as such perceived
Yosef as a threat to them and their roles. They could not conceive that Yosef had
his own unique role and function that was not a contradiction to theirs. The
gematria of />N2>20 YN D3N 9237 is — N IPIoNA NRYD PYY INPN. The
eleven brothers were complicit in Yosef being sold to slavery in Egypt (even
Binyamin, through his silence). This is why the Ketoret has eleven ingredients, it
is 1192 for this sin. The prerequisite to the appearance of the ordained king, is
that the eleven tribes are DpPYN2 DXNNY to such a degree that they will accept
the king from the tribe of Yehuda unquestioningly.

When Am Yisrael were redeemed from Egypt, they crossed over Yam Suf,
each tribe in their own unique lane, performing their allotted function in Am
Yisrael, cognizant of the other tribes alongside them. This miracle was
immortalized in Shirat HaYam, the gematria of >1n2>20 YN D130 5227 is —
(30 MNWY) RYNI N OY TTONI 1PN). This is what facilitated Am Yisrael camping
as one, in perfect unity, at the foot of Har Sinai ;0> MNWY) 10N T DN DY 10N
(2. The gematria of 97D 7)) YN’ OY DN is >33':1>:_19 YN DD D23 - TNN TIN.

Perfect achdut in Am Yisrael is the awareness that the one cannot exist
without the other. If you take the five individual fingers in a hand, on their own
they are weak. However, if you combine all five into a sixth, consolidated entity,
they become the most powerful force. The gematria of »12>20 YN D0 523"
is T2 — N1 ,NNP NN ,YANN ,ITNN. This is why the Lechem HaPanim on the
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Shulchan in two stacks of six represent perfect unity. To hold up six fingers, one
hand is insufficient, you need one finger from the other hand to complete the six.
This is the vav hachibur. The configuration of the twelve Lechem HaPanim on the
Shulchan represents the interdependence of the tribes.

Even if all twelve tribes have a different role and purpose, as long as they
all speak with a single language and work together towards a singular common
goal, they are fulfilling their destiny, like the twelve brothers declared to Yaakov
before he died (7,) ©>27) TAN /N PO-N 'N INIY? YnVY. The gematria of 5237
NI YN DM is - THN N WFI-NX ' bmw v (with the 5213).

When Am Yisrael reaches the required maturity that they embody all the
above principles of ’12>10 YN D0 523" - then and only then can they take
the initiative and ask HKB"H to appoint a king over them. If they jump the gun
and prematurely ask for a king before they have reached the required maturity,
this leads to all the negative things mentioned in sefer Shmuel and that the
Mefarshim (re: Abravanel, Sforno, Ibn Ezra, etc.) described. It leads to
corruption, disunity, civil war and destruction. The opinion of R' Nehorai in the
Gemara is not wrong, it is simply indicative of prematurity.

Preceding the emergence of this ordained king, many nations will gather
against us and subjugate us. The gematria of >12>20 YN DD 523" is - NNAY)
(N>, 7 ND0) D27 D) T2V 19DN). The lengthy galut will allow Am Ylsrael to
acquire the maturity to do teshuva. The gematria of 7>12°20 YN D3N 523" is -
(N,0 NN YIN) 1227 N DN,

When Am Yisrael reach the required maturity, the ordained king will
emerge, the N>UNND 721. This king will embody the principle of WX 0130 523"
1N2>19. This king will encompass the wisdom that HKB"H gave to all the other
nations around us, combined with all the wisdom of the Torah that HKB"H gave
to Am Yisrael. This king will restore the wisdom of Edom to its rightful source.
The gematria of 7>N2°20 YN D130 D227 is - NTY YN Y YT> ¥OX and also ¥
(N> ,9 D2>NN) 72 PYAIN DTN 12 ... 7P1?. Rashi (ibid.) says this is referring to
Eisav who HKB"H will take retribution from and restore it to the rightful son, Am
Yisrael.

The Rambam says that the appointment of this ordained king precedes
the war with Amalek (2 ,X mM1MN5NY 0351 M35N). The gematria of OY1N 523"
PRI N is - (0,1 MNY) P2NYA DNZN RN DIVIN 12 INI.

Following the war with Amalek, this king will rebuild the Beit HaMikdash.
The gematria of />12°20 YN D3N 237 is - NIP) YIPD DN INN N2 NN
(O 0.



Finally, the era of Geulah will commence. The gematria of D70 522"
MNDAD YN is - DIYRD NHY and DN MINK IVHY.

Right now, as we speak, Am Yisrael has not yet reached this maturity. We
are all still "individual fingers", poking each other in the proverbial eye. We are
still embroiled in the "democratic" mindset of the goyim and not in the monarchy
mindset of HKB"H and His n>wmnn 72n.

We are fast approaching a new set of national elections in Israel, which |
prefer to refer to as "national psychosis", primarily because this is not the natural
form of government for Am Yisrael and also because it in no form resembles the
democracy it is supposed to idolize. Any resemblance between the Israeli
elections and democracy is purely coincidental.

This period is perhaps the most critical for Am Yisrael, because right now
we are at our weakest, most vulnerable and most divided.

What can each of us do in such challenging times? Firstly, daven to
HKB"H to help us. Secondly, be N2 in acts of kindness and chessed towards
our fellow Jews, regardless which sector they belong to. Thirdly, stay as far away
from the media and the hate as possible and spend the "freed up" time
strengthening family bonds. The gematria of />1n2°20 YN D130 522 is - DY
NIOND TONDH SN

Finally, and most importantly, thank HKB"H for everything He has given us

and be grateful. Try to apply as many of the principles listed in this shiur as we
can and perhaps that little mitzva we each do will be the tipping point that will

allow HKB"H to hasten the arrival of the Geulah and D>V 72n.

Shabbat Shalom
Eliezer Meir Saidel
Machon Lechem Hapanim
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