Flight of the Mashiach — Ki Teitzei

Shiurim Main Menu

DN DX IN DN NIND DY TN \Y 923 7773 7297 119¥ 12 NP2 7D
NN) OND NX NPYA NZY 02210 DY DXRN NPN ND D210 DY IN DXNIOND DY N¥IY
(¥-,325 ©127) .02 NIIND) T2 207 WNY T2 NPH D)HAN

Ki Teitzei is one of the easiest and one of the hardest parshiyot to give a
shiur on. It is easy, on the one hand, because there are so many subjects to
choose from (it is the single parsha in the Torah with the most mitzvot — seventy-
four), but, on the other hand, it is the hardest because ... which of the many
mitzvot does one choose to speak about?

In this shiur | would like to touch briefly on the mitzva of \pin MYV. | say
"touch briefly" because this is a very deep concept that we will not even begin to
scratch the surface of in this shiur. It is also one of the least understood mitzvot
in the Torah.

The psukkim tell us "When you happen upon a bird's nest on the way, in
any tree, or on the ground, in which there are chicks (baby birds) or eggs, and
the mother is nestling over the chicks or the eggs, do not take (the chicks or the
eggs) while the mother is still there. Send the mother bird away and then take the
offspring, in order that you will be rewarded and will live a long life".

The many perushim on this mitzva bring 4 distinct "reasons" that this
mitzva was given.

1. Preventing cruelty to animals, to not cause the mother bird anguish -
Rambam (nn ,> ©Y2y2) N7N), Sforno (3,320 ©>H27).

2. Teach man not to be cruel and to elevate him spiritually to emulate
HKB"H's ©>9077n0 N7n — Ramban, Rashbam, Chizkuni, R' Bachyei,
Meiri (3 ,225 ©>927), Maharal (3 P19 ,5287W> NIXaN), Sefer HaChinuch
(Nnpn Msn), HaRav Kook (2 nNsnn mIN).

3. To prevent the extinction of the species — Ramban, R' Bachyei, Sforno
(v,25 ©27), Sefer HaChinuch (00PN Msn).

4. Bravery of the mother bird and reward N71) 733 NTN. The mother bird
could have fled from the human, but did not, therefore she is rewarded
and survives — Netziv (3 ,25 D27 ,727 PNRYN).
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The "elephant in the room" here is the question "If it is all about preventing
cruelty to the bird, or cultivating a character trait of mercy in yourself, or
preventing extinction of the species, etc. then wouldn't it simply be better to move
on and not touch the nest in the first place?" That would be the height of mercy —
you wanted the eggs/chicks, but restrained yourself!? Have you ever seen
pigeon eggs? (one of the kosher birds - ypn MY only applies to kosher birds),
they are tiny, not something you could make a meal out of, neither pigeon chicks
— they are tiny birds. At a stretch it could be considered a "nosh", nothing more —
certainly not a meal and not the difference between starving or not.

This question is asked by the Chatam Sofer ( ©»n NN ,7910 DNN NIV
P 1°0) who says if you don't need the eggs or the chicks, then don't take them
at all, because taking them if you don't need them - is cruel.

From the above it emerges that there are two main approaches regarding
Y20 MYY. Is it a chiyuv, i.e a mitzva we are commanded to do? or is it a reshut,
something we can do if we like? The answer to this question has a direct Np9)
n2702 XD,

This is a machloket Acharonim.

On the one side we have the X PN (3D 12°0 PN NN N"VY), the OIN
Y18 (29 1970 28 DON NMIY) and PN NDPY 227 (AN Y20 TV DY RIPYIYWTN)
who pasken that it is a chiyuv to perform this mitzva, even if we don't need the
eggs. The »1¥ DN is medayek that the chiyuv is davka on sending away the
mother and that taking the eggs is not a chiyuv, unlike the 9>X> D10 and NPy
who say the chiyuv is on both parts.

On the other side we have the 1910 DN ('P Y220 NN, 0NN N”IVY) and
the ¥ YIIN (NYP 1220 77Y) who say that if you do not need the eggs or the
chicks you have no chiyuv to chase the mother away.

The Gemara (27y ,V9p 2I1N) makes one clear distinction, this mitzva
applies when you "happen upon" a birds' nest, 72)97 919% Y X)? *3. The Torah
does not tell you to actively go out looking for birds' nests to perform this mitzva.

This is the kind of mitzva that HKB"H presents to you when He deems
necessary. Either you are on the road (2970 NVY) and happen to see a nest, or
even if you happen to see a bird building a nest in the garden of your house.
(Halachic nuance: to perform this mitzva, the nest has to be 97, therefore to
perform this mitzva in your own garden, you first have to declare that you have
no need for the nest or its contents, thus making it 9297, otherwise the nest,
being in your garden, is your property and not 991).



One point of note is the incredible reward one gets for performing the
mitzva of Y0 M>VY - DX NIIND) T2 2V WNY. Only twice does the Torah
specify the reward for performing a mitzva that it will lengthen your life — with
12D MYV and DN 2N TI22 - ;2 MNY) TH NN WH7 THN NN IR NN 722
(N>. The Gemara (27y ,09 YWYTP) says that although they both have the same
reward, Y0 MYV is an "easy" mitzva to perform while OX) ax 7123 is "hard".

In this shiur we will attempt to understand the logic behind the shita ( DN
NPYY AN 0ON ,PN0) that \pn MYV is a chiyuv, a mitzva that you would actively
want to perform, even though you do not need the eggs or chicks. It is a deep
perush based on the Zohar, which goes far beyond birds and eggs.

The Zohar (2”7y I8P ,) PoN P22 NWI9) asks why the king of Moav was
named 719¥ 12 P22? Who cares what his father's name was? Why does the
passuk specifically add the words 719>y y27?

This is a major shita of the Zohar, not only in parshat Balak, but in other
places as well, as we will soon see.

The Zohar (ibid.) says the entire episode detailed in parshat Balak took
place in the first place because of the words 719>¥ 2. Balak saw by prophecy
that he was going to have a son who is a 119°8. The Zohar brings an incredible
perush that the word 719’ is - a pseudonym for Mashiach!

The Zohar paints a dazzling picture of what goes on in Heaven —

"There are three 'rows' in Gan Eden and between each one there are
many neshamot that stroll about and enjoy the fragrances and the delights of the
Tzaddikim who are inside the Garden, even though these neshamot have not
merited to enter.

And there are special days in the year, the days of Nisan and Tishrei,
when these neshamot wander about and are sent to the place where they are
needed. They hover above the rows of the Garden, each one like birds chirping
every morning.

Their 'chirping' is praise for HKB"H, prayers for the lives of all human
beings in this world, since on these special days Am Yisrael are preoccupied with
HKB"H's mitzvot. Above the rows of Gan Eden they chirp in joy, sing praise, give
thanks, and pray for the lives of those in this world.

Then HKB"H shows them a hidden, concealed palace called 119¥ 2
where they don crowns in preparation for the arrival of Mashiach.



And the Tzaddikim in the Garden are called 'NiN2 7Y’ as they have
acquired both 2122y N7IM and N9 DyayY N7IM in this world and the merit of their
children in this world protects them and gives them crowns in Gan Eden".

According to the Zohar's shita - 119°¥ in the Torah alludes to both
Mashiach and the Beit HaMikdash.

Some additional examples. In parshat Metzora we learn about the
purification process for leprosy. The Gemara (2”7y ,nN 37M0) likens the
Mashiach to a Metzora (this analogy is the subject for a different shiur). The
purification of a Metzora involves two birds N7V NN DM XNV INVNY NP
(7,7 XIp”). The Or HaChaim (ibid.) says this is referring to the two Mashiachs
(ben Yosef and ben David) and he quotes another Zohar (Tpn 371 PH2a) —

"And on the day when the star is created (or, according to another version,
'is concealed'), Eretz Yisrael will be shaken for forty-five mil (22.5km) around the
place where the Beit HaMikdash once stood. And one cave beneath the earth will
be revealed. From that cave a powerful fire will emerge to consume the world.
And from that cave there will emerge a great, exalted bird that will rule over the
entire world, and 1221 will be given to him. And the angels above will gather
around him. Then n>wnn 721 will be revealed throughout the entire world".

Another example. The Zohar (XY ,28p ,n PYN) says that the birds who
ate the breads from the basket of the ©Y9IN7D 9V were the nations that destroyed
the Beit HaMikdash.

Another example. The Shach (3> ;0 DPWNX932 )ND YNIV) says that the
gematria of (¥ ;0 TWNI) PYNI SN SO0 1N DN DIN 9ivN) is the same as N
NP2 TNY) 9BV 12 DOVR TR ONTH NIN.

Another example: In the parsha of ©>7D2an >3 N3, Pirkei d'Rebi Eliezer

(N>, )0 PYNII).

Another example. In parshat Noach, he sends the 2173y to check if the
water had receded. The Zohar (99 ,n) NV ,wTN 9NN says that the 2731y is
Mashiach ben David and the M)¥> is Mashiach ben Yosef.

Based on the above, let us try now to understand, according to the shita of
the Zohar, what the deeper reason is behind the mitzva of ypn NIYVY.

In another place (2”y ,78 ,77 wTN 9NY) the Zohar HaKadosh explains —



"When the mother bird is driven from her nest, what does she say? 'Oy
that | have destroyed my home, burnt my sanctuary and exiled my children
amongst the nations!'

This cry causes HKB"H to have pity, because this is the only way to
arouse this mercy. Therefore, HKB"H cries for His children. This is why it is
written DND NN N2YR N2Y, two DMV, corresponding to Bayit Rishon and
Bayit Sheini. NZ¥n N7V — even a hundred times. So that the mother keeps
returning to her chicks out of love for her children. n?Y, even a hundred times
until he [the person doing the mitzva of ypn M>VY] destroys the nest and takes
the chicks in order to receive reward for this mitzva. Mercy may only be aroused
in this manner.

And the mother bird, when she is driven from her children and flies away,
continuously chirps [cries out] and doesn't know where to go and resolves to end
her life. And HKB"H, about Whom it is written »yyn 52 5y 0N7), even on a
small mosquito — His mercy is on everything. And the guardian angel of that
mother bird pleads with HKB"H.

Then HKB"H's mercy is aroused for His children."

According to the Zohar, the reason for Ypn MV is the opposite of the
other perushim above, it is not to prevent anguish to the mother bird, but davka
to cause her anguish! This anguish arouses HKB"H's mercy for His children, for
the nest that He left (the Beit HaMikdash) and the exile he decreed on his
children amongst the nations. It evokes a longing in HKB"H (kiveyachol) for the
Geulah and for a return of the mother bird (HKB"H) to His children. This mitzva
does not emanate from mercy, but seeks to arouse mercy through suffering.

According to the Zohar, therefore, the entire purpose of the mitzva of
P MYV is to hasten the Geulah, the arrival of Mashiach and the rebuilding of
the Beit HaMikdash.

The passuk NN DPNION NNY MUK A2 P TIITI N2 NRYD 119y D)
(7,79 ©5NN) >F5-N) 2200 NIPAY N PNINAMN hints to the two Batei Mikdash. D3
939 in gematria (with the H913) is 420, the number of years Bayit Sheini stood.
9397 in gematria is 410, the number of years Bayit Rishon stood ( Dy D>9X 1529
M9 P 177 7,22 RN YD ,NNNN).

We find a number of direct hints to this in the psukkim of ypn MYV in our
parsha.

We already discussed the reason for the repetition DX NN NZYH NPV,
two DMV, corresponding to Bayit Rishon and Bayit Sheini. The lashon of Ny



is also central regarding sending Eliyahu Hanavi to herald the arrival of Mashiach
(3,3 *2ND1) NN DITIN N OV Nia 29D N2 MIN NN DY NIY N Min.

R' Eliezer Halevi Horowitz notes that the passuk says DX X N2YR NYY,
(twice) send the "DN", the letters alef and mem. These two letters represent the
Mashiach "pairs" throughout history. For example, nYH/ 0N, *27799/900ON and
D’\’)’Q/ﬂﬂz'?ls (NOW 792 DN T N7 T IO NDY NWI,NNINN TIAD) DX THD DY
nown).

If you perform the mitzva DD NN N2YR N2Y, hastening the Geulah, you
will merit 49 NpM O*20 NN — you will get (twice) 77 to match the (twice) NV
N2vn. What is twice 72? The command given to Avraham Avinu - 77 72. A hint in
the passuk that if you do 0 N9V, you will merit all the blessings promised to
Avraham Avinu. Amazingly, the gematria 72 NPH 02N NNX) DX NX NZYR NYY
D12 NIIND) T2 2V WNY is the same gematria as NAIN N0 FIIIAN 71272
(»,10 ﬂ’\’)N'\J) 0N J'IS\’) oy '1\’)N 711’\31 DYNYN ’JDDD TIN ﬂN

The rashei teivot of 719% 12 are N, referring to the Geulah.

We brought the Zohar (above) that there is a special place in Gan Eden
called M2¥ \p 92> where the neshama of Mashiach is kept. R' Chaim Vital
(NDY Y, 98P Q8Y MIND YAIN) says do not think for a moment that Mashiach is
a supernatural being that comes down from Heaven. Mashiach is mortal and
born of man and woman. However, when the time of the Geulah arrives, HKB"H
will supplement his neshama with extra powers from the neshama of Mashiach in
719°¥ P Y2°0. Just like Moshe Rabbeinu was born a mortal man, but when it
came time to redeem Am Yisrael, HKB"H gave him a "neshama yeteira" which
transformed him into ©>F5-NXn YN NWN. This extra neshama of Mashiach has
M) of David HaMelech, which is why he will be called - Mashiach ben David.

David HaMelech composed sefer Tehilim which has 150 mizmorim in it,
gematria ).

The rashei teivot of the passuk ¥ IN XY 522 7772 7099 7198 12 NIP? 2
DY DND NPN NI DX¥2D DY IN DXNIIND DY NYIY ONDY DX¥2 INX OXNION N IND
D271 in gematria is (X ,027PYY) TIT NN NP INOIN ININ referring to the
two mizbechot (see above) in the Beit HaMikdash (Rashi, ibid.)

In this shiur we have attempted to ascend to high places and comprehend
concepts that are ©? »1) ©*2NI. In truth, we could have saved ourselves the
trouble, because instead of us ascending on high, during the month of Elul,
HKB"H descends and walks among us mamash. We have a unique opportunity

for just under a month, in that we have HKB"H's "ear", listening intently
(kiveyachol) to what emanates from our mouths.



If we use this opportunity wisely, like the birds chirping in joy, singing
praise, giving thanks, and praying for the lives of those in this world, then it will
be time well spent. We need to make a special effort to guard our mouth that
nothing negative comes out of it, especially in these challenging times of strife
and elections. The gematria of 72397 719% 2 NP2 2 is 9> NN NVY.

Once you have read this shiur, you will never listen to the chirping of birds
in the same way again. The Zohar (X N27,) PON ,0M NYI9) calls the
conversations of angels - N9V Y.

The chirping of a bird has the power to tip the scales and bring the
Geulah.

If you want to read more about the practical halachot regarding the mitzva
of Y0 MDY, you may do so in the Shulchan Aruch (287 20 ,nNyT NIY). The
idea is not to go out actively looking for birds' nests. The passuk says jp X772
397 719, HKB"H is "mezamen"” the birds' nests to the specific people He wants
to, at the times He wants to. For those lucky/worthy enough to merit performing
this mitzva, a huge responsibility and the fate of the Geulah rests on your
shoulders.

| will leave you with a final gematria, make of it what you will. The gematria
of DN NN N2YR NPV is also the gematria of YWV GON 179wWn.

Shabbat Shalom
Eliezer Meir Saidel
Machon Lechem Hapanim
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